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BILL—EOJONUP RACECOURSE.

Second EReading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [11.2] in
moving the second reading said: The purpose
of the Bill is to provide for the improving
and utilising of a reserve at Eojonup as a
racecourse and re¢reation and show ground.
The Kojonup Race Club trustees hold a 99
years lease of reserve 1440 for racecourse
purposes. The Kojonup Agricultural and
Horticultural Society’s trustees hold reserve
17376 for a show ground under a vesting
order under Section 42 of the Land Act.
Those bodies wish to combine and concentrate
their efforts on reserve 17376 by improving
and utilising it for a racecourse, recreation
and show ground generally, as reserve 1440 is
considered to be too far from the centre of
the town for the purpose. The race club de-
gires that reserve 1440 be granted in tee
simple with permission to sell, freed from
trusts, in order that the proceeds may be ap-
plied to improving reserve 17376, and the
local bodies have agreed to reserve 17376 be-
ing granted to the Kojonup Road Board for
the aforesaid purposes. The Bill therefore
provides for the survender by the race club
trustees of reserve 1440, and the granting of
the same in fee simple to the road board with
power to sell, provided that the proceeds are
applicd to the improvement of reserve 17376
to the satisfaction of the Minister for Lands,
The Bill alse provides for the granting in
fee simple to the Kojonup road board of re-
serve 17376 in trust for the purposes of race-
course, agriculitural show ground, and public
recreaton. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitice, ste.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported withoul amepdment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT teok the Chair at 4.30

p.m. and read prayers.

LEAVE QF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. 'W. Kirwan leave of
absence for six couyecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. J. Cornell (South) on the ground
of urgent private business.

BTLL—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AXND AGENCY COM-
PANY, LTD., ACT AMENDMENT
(PRIVATE).

Bead a third time and tronsmitted to the

Assembly.

BILL—IXNSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMEXNT.

In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 15th November, Hom.
J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; Heon. T. Moore
in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 15:

Hon. A. Lovekin had moved an amendment
as followsg:—

That in line 1 of the proposed new Suwb-
section 4 the words ‘‘under tweniy-one
years of age’’ be deleted.

Hon. A, LOVEKIX: Since the previous
sitting this matter has been further considered
and I propose to submit an amendment of
similar purport, but in slightly different
form. 1 ask leave to withdraw the amend-
ment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
ment—

That after ‘‘age’’ the following be in-

serted:—*‘or between that age and fifty.”?

If that be agreed to, I propose to move to
insert after ‘‘1ift’’ the words ‘‘unless he
(a) has served the Empire in any war or (b)
is physically incapable of undertaking more
exacting or laborious work. Provided that no
person so employed shall be paid less than
the minimam wapge preseribed for aduli

I move an amend-
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labourers.’! The objeet is to preserve this
small measure of employment to those who
have served their eountry in a war, One sees
able-bodied men and women engaged in at-
tending lifts when they might be doing work
more useful to the community. The amend-
ment provides that if a person has _served the
Empire in & war, then irrespective of age he
shall be eligible to be employed in a lift,
Returned soldiers now arc ali over 21 years
of age, but I am sorry to believe we have not
yet reached the end of war. No one can tell
how near the next war may ve, and if young
men return from it maimed wnd injured, they
shonld bLe cligible for this light work without
any question as to their age or other qualifi-
cations, Persons over 21 and otherwise phy-
sically incapable may also undertake this class
of work. The amendment will preelode the
employment of those persons physieally eap-
able of doing other work more useful to the
community.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Who is to determine
whether a person is incapable of performing
more exacting or laborious work? Will it rest
with the employer or will the employer and
the prospective lift attendant be dragged into
a enurt to have the point determined? I have
every sympathy with the returned soldier and
I feel nothing but disgust for those people
who, having lifts which maimed soldiers are
eaj ahle of operating, are not giving them such
employment. T wish to ensure that maimed sol-
diers he employed, but we must be careful
how we word the amendment, in order that
there may be sofficient men available to
operate not only the existing lifts, but others
which undeubtedly will he installed in future.
A man who has lost a limb but is otherwise
in pood health is without question perfectly
capable of doing this work, Bnt many men
who have not Jost a limb are by reason of ill-
health inenpable of operating Jifts.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment we
are now considering is the insertion after
“‘age’’ of ‘‘or between that age and fifty
years, "’

Hon. A. J. H. BAW: My point is, are
there enough *‘wingics?? and *‘stumpies’” in
sufliciently good health to leok after all these
lareve passenger lifts, which is fairly laborious
and nerve-straining work? In one establish-
ment with which I bave some vonncetion there
are, T am told, at least 1,000 people travelling
by the Jift in one direction cach day.

Hon, A. LOVEEIN: At a consultation
with the president and the seeretary of the
"wingies?’ and ‘‘stumpies’’ Mr, A, A Wil
son and I were informed that if employment
on lifts conld be confined to ‘‘wingies’’ and
““stumpies,?’ jobs could be found for nearly
all of them, and that there are now unem-
ployed 16 *‘wingies’’ and ‘‘stumpies’’ who
are capable of this work. The question
whether lift attendants are unfit for more
laborions work would be decided by the in-
speetors of machinery under the parent Act,
with which this measure, if passed, wonld be
incorporated. If an inspector of machinery
is in doubt on the point, he will have power
to call for a medical certificate.

[COUNCLL. -

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Can any member
inform us of the number of ‘‘ wingies’’ and
““stumpies’” who will be available to fill the
positions if this measure passes?

Hon, A, Lovekin: We were told 16 are
now unemployed, as I have mentioned, whe
are available for this work.

Hon. E. H.L HARRIS: According fo the
1922 report of the Imspection of Machinery
Department, there are 67 electrically driven
passenger )ifts registered in the State, some
of them weorking by shifts.

Ilon. A. Lovekin: The lifts are nearly al
automatie.

Hon. E. II. HARRIS: I fear there might
not be sufficient ‘‘wingies’! and *‘stumpies”
available to fill the jobs.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Then the other clagses
of men would become available.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Bill provides
that men employed on lifis on the 28th Oecto-
her last shall remain in their positions. Siz-
teen ‘‘wingies’’ and ‘‘stumpics’’ are now
available for employment on lifts, Automatic
lifts are largely taking the place of lifts re-
quiring attendants. As regards an inspector
of machinery deciding whether a man is or is
not fit for harder physieal work, I would say
that an inspector of machinery is not a com-
petent inspector of the hwman body. [ am
sorry that another deadloek seems to have
heen reached. We reportel progress on
Thursday last in order that these concerned
might submit a suitable amendment. It is
a matter for regret that apparently the ques-
tion has not been given sufficient considera-
tion.

Hon, T. MOORE: I do mnot think the
amendment would prove workable, An in-
spector of machinery is hardly competent to
decide whether a lift attendant is a fit and
proper person for the position. Therefore
that portion might well be omitted. I hope
the Committee will now pass the amendment
before the Chair.

Amendment put and passed.

Hen, A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added after “*lift’?
in the first pavagraph of proposed Subsee-
tion 4:—"Unless he (a) has served the
Empire in any war.’’

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I mave an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to the first
paragraph of Subclouse 4 as amended:—*"or
(b) i3 physically incapadle of undertaking
more exacting or more laborious work.”’

I propose this further amendment hecause a
lift job is smitable for those not possessed of
full vigour and because I do not desire that
there shall be a seareity of operators for lifts.

Hon. T. MOORE: If no objection is raised
to this amendment other than that which has
heen raised already, the words might as well
go in, However, I regard this further amend-
ment as unworkable.
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tton.
put on

A, Lovekin: These amendments were
the Notice Paper before the second
reading was passed.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: That is against the
Standing Ordecs.

Hon. A, Lovekin:
them there,

Hon, A. .J. H. Saw: The hon, member
places 8o muany things on the Notice Paper
that | do not read them.

Hon. .J. ¥, Dodd: It wonld be easy for
Mr. Lovekin to bring forward an amending
Bill.

Hon, A Lovekin: Why waste time doing
that?

Hon, A, J. H. 8aw: The objeet of the Bill
is to afford the ‘*wingies’’ and '‘stumpies’’
& measurc of justice, and from the point
of view of form, it is not right to mix that
question wp with one relating to regulations.
1 support the ruling.

The L'resident: The ruling of the Chair-
man of Committecs, which I have sapporied,
is in accordance with precedent and with the
Standing Orders. The amendment intro-
duced is relevant fo the Bill. T can under-
stand the Jissatisfaction in connection with
it, heeause speaking from long Parhlia-
mentary experience, to amend an Aet is never
without danger, ns it affords an opportunity
to members to advance proposals they would
not otherwise submit.

Hon. T. Moore: After hearing the opinions
expressed by several members, I will not press
the motion. I bave entered my protest, and
if T can judge the attitude members will
adopt, short shrift will be given to the amend-
ment. T ask leave to withdraw my motion.

AMotion hr leave withdrawu,

I agked for leave to put

Committee resumed.

Hen. A, LOVEKIN: T adhere to the
amendment I have already placed before the
Committee. Section 36 provides for the pay-
ment of fees prescribed in the regulations.
T do not desire to alter anything, but the
amendment will mean that the fees aiready
preseribed will be inecluded in a schedule at-
tached to the Bill. I moved in that direction
so that the public may know definitely what
fecs they will have to pay. If tazation ig to
be levied and fees are to be charged, it is
the duty of Parliament to impose them and
not leave it to the whim or caprice
of a department. The Government can-
not object to my proposal, for
they have prescribed the fees, and
merely propose to hare them included
in a schedule to the Bill. The mover of
the Bill in another place has informed me
that he has no objection to the amendment.

Hon. T. Moore: The Governmeunt may have
an objection, and the Assembly too.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That may be so, but
botk Chanbers will apree that it is the fune-
tion of Parliament to tax the people and to
preserihe fees. I om taking this step be-
canse departments alter fees and, though
either House may disallow them, the moment
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Parlimment i3 in recess u uew set of fees if
framerd pmil those fees huve the forve of law
until Parliament meets again and disallows
thiem.  The people have no redress whatever.

Hou. R. J. Lynn: Parliament is ignored.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: Sarely no Govern-
nent will objeet to the fees they prescribe
bring incorpornted in the legislation afected!
If the fees are ineluded in the Enspection of
Machinery Aet, it will not be necessary for
people to be driven from pillar to post to
kuow it the fees are eorrect. We will then
aveild the necessity for residents of Wyndham
writing to Perth to know if the fees charged
are 1n acordance with the regnlations. If T
sought to reduce the fees the Government
might ohjeet, but as I intend to inelude them
e bioe, there should be no objection to the
amendnrent.

Hon. T. MOORK: I hope the Gommittee
will reject the amendment. T will not go
into the merrts of it, but I ask members to
take into consideration the objeet of the Bill.
It is vital to & sectiem of the community we
desirc to mssist. The Bill kas mot had a
speedy passage, and if we agree {0 the amend-
weut, which is irrelevant to the Bill and the
objects songht to be attaiwed, it will be held
up in amether place and possibly be defeated.
We know that the Government hove oertain
ideas regarding regulatioms, and we must re-
alise that there will be a foree opposed to the
amendment. If Mr. Lovekin cares to infro-
duce another RBill seeking to seeure what he
desires, we ean deal with the measure then.
T ask members to agree to the Rill as intro-
duced in order to render assistance to the
‘‘wingies’’ and ‘‘stumpies.’’

Hou. A. Tovekin: The amendment will not
{0 any harm.

Hon. T. MOORE: The Government have a
majority in another place and they will op-
pose the amendment. T trust that even now
Mr. Lovekin will agree to withdraw his amend-
ment.

Hon. R. J. LYXNN: Mr. Moore would be
right in hig contention if we were to have an
opportunity at a later atage to discuss the
proposed new regulations in conmeetion with
the machinery department, To-day we have
government by reguiations—net government
by Parliament. Parliament ia ignored. 1 be-
lieve it in the inteation of the department—
[ shall be pleased if the Minister ean contra-
dict my statement—to immediately inerease
the fees levied under these regulations. It
may he said that we ean deal with that mat-
ter; unfortunately we cannet do so. When
Parliament is prorogued, the regulations eome
into force and nothing ean be done uatil Par-
liament meets again in July or August. Why
should regulations have the foree of law if
they are brought in after Parlinment is pro-
rorued? Even though we disallow the regu-
Iations whon Parlinment wmeets again, that
will not get aver the difficulty hecause the
department demands the payme-nt of the pre-
serihei] fees and, though those fees may be
disgllowed or reduced by Parlinment, the de-
partment does not make any refund. I can
give the Committee an expericnce of my own.
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When regulations were gazetted some 12
months ago and excessive fees imposed, I is-
sued instructions that the fees should be paid,
because T fell sure that Parliament would not
agree to them and that we should secure a
refund. Althongh the fecs were reduced by
Parliament fo the extent of 33 1/3rd per
eent.,, we did not receive any refund because
the department held that the regulations and
fees had the full force of law until they were
disallowed. There was thus the anomaly of
one section paying 33 1/3rd per eent. more
than another section in the same industry dur-
ing the currency of the one financial year.
That is wrong. If the amendment be agreed
to we shall, for onee at any rate, have gov-
ernment by Parliament and not by depart-
ments. Parliament should not be ignored as
it has been in the past. If we agree to the
amendment, and the Bill as amended is dealt
with by the Governmeni in anether place, we
shall know upon what ground they oppose the
amendment.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I appeal to Mr.
Lovekin to withdraw the amendment, We are
unanimous rcgarding the Bill itself, and the
desire to get over am existing difficulty. TIf
Mr. Lovekin wishes to tackle the question of
government by regulations, it is easy to in-
troduce another small Bill and we can then
fight that issue. T assure Mr, Lovckin he
wilt get my smpport if he tackles that ques-
tion, We shonld not tangle up the Bill
under disenssion with an amendment such
as the one the hon. member suggests. Let us
com)ly with the wishes of those who intreo-
duced the Bill and let Mr. Lovekin open up
the other question separately. If he does
that he will get my support. I hope, how-
ever, he will not pergist in his desire to tack
the amendment on te the Bill.

Hon, J. B, DODD: Mr, Lovekin will be
well advised to withdraw the amendment.
Does he realise the real significance of it?
He will cortail the powers of this House con-
siderably, powers for which the House fought
tooth and rail a few years ago. He pro-
poses to take away from this House the
rights which were imsisted upon and won
when the Labour Government were in power.
The simplest way out of the diffieulty is to
bring the matter forward in a direet way.
If Mr. Lovekin insists on hix amendment he
will jeopardise the Bill

Hon. A. LOVERKIN: T have no intention
of taking awav any of the rights this House
possesses. As both Houses have to pass Acts
of Parliament, so should both Houses have the
right to repeal or change them. If the amend.
ment is agreed to, it will mean that both
Houses will have the right to say whether the
fees in the schedule shall be inereased or de-
creased. Tt is perfectly right that either
House should have power to disallow regula-
tions. No one ia more strongly in favour of
the Bill than am I, and I do not intend to
take any step that will jeopardise ite chance
of getting through. T have reason to believe,
however, that if members will agree to the
amendment it will be aeccepted by another

[COUNCIL.]

place, whereas if we introduee a separute Bill
it will have no chance of getting through this
session. T will give this assurance: if the
amendment is aceepted, and another place will
not agree to it. ] will undertak: not to press
it when the Bill comea back to this House.
Let us submit it first, and see how it fares in
the Assembly, [ helieve the majority of
membexs in the other House will agree to an
amendment of this deseription. 1 tried to
proteet the position last session by bringing
in an amendment to the Intcrprctation Acy,
to provide that regulatious should net come
into force unless they had been on the Table
of the House for a certain period. Amnother
plure, however, throw out that Bill, Now I
am teld that mauy members of the Assembly
have seen the error of their ways, and will
weleome an amendment such as the one I have
now maoved,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: |If I had any doubt
about the impropriety of Mr, Lovekin’s
aetion in toeking the amendment on to the
little Bill before us, it would have been dis-
pelled by the speeeh of Mr, Lyon, Mr. Lynn
took occasion to lagnch an attack on the
poliey of the Government in regard to their
method of finance, and thus complicated the
issue before ws. The Bill is entirely the out-
come of sentiment, and we are anxious to see
that juatice is done to the maimed returned
soldiers. It is not proper, therefore, that on
such a Bill an attempt should be made to
insert a clanse dealing with finance and then
for an hon. member to make an attack on the
finaneial metbods of the Government.

Hou. T. Moore: A hig politieal issue.

Hon. A. J, H. SAW: Undenbtedly, and
one that the Govermment must resent,

Hon, R, J. LYNN: I do no! know what
Dr. S8aw is driving at, He never loses an op-
portunity, if it suits him, to suggest some-
thing that was never intended. T resent that
kind of thing. There is nothing sentimental
about the Bill, and I say that it is an im-
moral thing to frame regulations when Parlia.
ment is not sitting and when we have no op-
portunity of objecting to them. The amend-
ment moved by Mr. Lovekin is fair, and no
exveption should he taken to it because the
Government refuse at the present time to dis-
close the exact position with regard to regula-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
This is not a Government measure, and it is
not the right time to discuss the question
whether fees are to be inereased or decreased.
Mr. Lyan evidently ie afraid that the Minis-
ter for Mines has in comtemplation am in-
¢rease in the fees in connection with boiler
inspections, or something of that kind, I have
no such knowledge; I have not discussed
the question with my colleague. At the same
time, I have no desire to interfere with any
member who wishes to debate this all-im-
portant question. T appreciate the position
taken by Dr. Saw and Mr. Holmes, and I
ask any hon, member who wishes to bring the
subject of rcpulations under notice to move
direetly in that direetion, Then we can have
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Hou. A. Lovckin: These amendments were
put on the Notice Paper before the second
reading was passed.

Hon, A. J, H. Saw: That is against the
Standing Orders.

Hon. A, Lovekin:
them there.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: The hon. member
Places so many things on the Notice Paper
that I do not read them.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: It would be easy for
Mr, Lovekin to bring forward an amending
Bill.

Hon, A, Lovekin: Why waste time deing
that?

Hon, A. J, H. Saw: The object of the Bill
is to afford the ‘‘wingies’’ and ‘‘stompies’’
a measure of justice, and from the point
of view of form, it is not right to mix that
question np with one relating to regulations,
[ support the ruling.

The President: The ruling of the Chair-
man of Committees, which I have supported,
is in aecordance with precedent and witht the
Standing Orders. The amendment intro-
duced is relevant to the Bill. T can under-
stand the disagreement in connection with
it, beeause speaking from long Parlid-
mentary experience, it is dangerous to at-
tempt to amend a Bill of a controversial
nature, Tt gives an opportunity to members
to advance proposals they would not other-
wise submit.

Hon. T. Moore: After hearing the opinions
expressed by several members, I will not press
the motion. I have entered my protest, and
if T ecan ‘judge the attibude members will
adopt, short shrift will be given to the amend-
ment. I ask leave to withdraw my motion,

Motion by leave withdrawn.

I asked for leave to put

Commitlee vesumed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I adhere to the
amendment I have already placed before the
Committee. Section 36 provides for the pay-
ment of fees prescribed in the regulations.
I do not desire to alter anything, but the
amendment will mean that the fees already
prescribed will be included in a schedule at-
tached to the Bill. T moved in that direction
so that the public may know definitely whai
fees they will have to pay. If taxation is to
be levied and fees are to be charged, it is
the duty of Parliament to impese them and
not leave it to the swhim or caprice
of a department. The Government can-
not  objeet to my proposal, for
they have prescribed the fees, and
merely propose to have them included
in a schedule to the Bill. The mover of
the Bill in another place has informed me
that he has no objection to the amendment.

Hon. T. Moore: The Government may have
an ohjection, and the Asgembly too.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: That may be =o, but
both Chambers will agree that it is the fune-
tion of Parliament to tax the people and to
preseribe fees. I sm taking this step be-
eanse departments alter fees and, though
either House may disallow them, the moment
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Farliament is in recess a new set of fees is
framed and {hose fees huve the force of law
until Parliament meets again and disallows
them, The people have no redress whatever,

Hon. R. J. Lyun: Parliament is ignored.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Surcly no Govern-
ment will objeet to the fees they prescribe
being ineorporated in the legislation affected!
If the fees are included in the Imspection of
Machinery Aect, it will not be necessary for
people to be driven from pillar to post to
know if the fees are correct. 'We will then
avoid the necessity for residents of Wyndham
writing to Perth to know if the fers eharged
are in acordance with the regulations. If I
sought to reduce the fees the Government
might objeet, but as I intend te inelude them
en biog, there should be no objection to the
amendment.

Hon. T. MOORE: I hope the Committee
will rejeet the amendment. I will not go
into the merits of it, but T ask members to
take inte consideration the object of the Bill
Tt is vital to a scetion of the communmity we
desire to assist. The Bill has not had a
speedy passage, and if we agree to the amend-
ment, whieh is irrelevant to the Bill and the
objeets sought to be attained, it will be held
up in another place and possibly be defeated.
We know that the Government have ecertain
ideas regarding regulationg, and we must re-
alise that there will be a foree opposed to the
amendment. If Mr. Lovekin eares to intro-
duce another Bill secking to secure what he
degires, we can deal with the measurce then.
I ask memhers to agree to the Bill as intro-
dveed in order to remder assistance to the
‘“wingies’’ and ‘‘stompies.’’

Hon., A, Lovcekin: The amendment will not
do any harm.

Hon. T. MOORE: The Government have a
majority in another place nnd they will op-
pose the amendment., T trust that even now
ATr. Lovekin will agree to withdraw his amend-
ment.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Mr. Moore woull be
right in his contention if we were to have an
opportunity at a later stage to discuss the
preposed mew regulations in conneetion with
the machinery department. To-day we have
government by regulations—not government
by Parliament. Parliament is ignored. T be-
lieve it is the intention of the department—
I shall be pleased if the Minister ean contra-
diet my statement—to immediately increage
the fees levied under these regulations. It
may he said that we can deal with that mat-
ter; unfortunately we cannot do so. When
Parliament is prorogued, the regulations come
inte foree and nothigg can be done until Pax-
liament meets again in July or August. Why
should regulations have the foree of law if
they are brought in after Parliament iz pro-
ropued? Even though we disallow the regu-
lations when Parliament meets again, that
will not get over the difficulty because the
department demands the payment of the pre-
seribed fees and, though those fees may be
disallowed or reduced by Parliament, the de-
partment does not make any refund. I can
give the Committee an experience of my own.
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When regulations werc gazetted some 12
months ngo and excessive fees imposed, T is-
sued instroetions that the fees should be paid,
beeause T felt sure {hat Parliament would not
agree to them and that we should seeure a re-
fund. Although the fees were reduced by
Parliament to the extent of 33 1/3rd per
cent., we did not receive any refund becaunse
the department held that the regulations and
fees had the full force of law until they were
disallowed. There was thus the anomaly of
one section paying 33 1/3rd per cent. more
than another gection in the same industry dur-
ing the currency of the one financial year,
That is wrong. If the amendment be agreed
to we shall, for once at any rate, have gov-
ernment hy Parlinment and ot by depart-
ments. FParliament should not he ignored as
it has been in the past. If we agree to the
amendment, and the Bill as amended is dealt
with hy the Government in anather place, we
shall know npon what ground they oppese the
amenilment.

Hon. J. J. MOLMES: T appeal to Mr,
Lovekin to withdraw the amendment. We are
upanimous regarding the Bill itself, and the
desire to get over an cxisting diffienlty. TIf
Afr. Lovekin wishes to tackle the question of
government ty regvlations, it is easy to in-
troduce another small Bill and we can then
fight that issue. T assure Mr. Lovekin he
will mt my support if he tackles that ques-
tion. We shonld not tangle up the Bill
under discussion with an amendment such
as the one the hon. member sugpests. T.et us
comply with the wichea of those who intro-
duced the Bill and let Mr. Lovekin open up
the other question separately. Tf he does
that he will get my support. I hope, how-
ever, he will not persist in his desire to tack
the amendment on to the Bill

Hon. J. E. DODD: Mr. Tovekin will be
well advised to withdraw the amendment.
Does he realise the real significance of it?
He will curtail the powers of this House con-
eiderably, powers for which the Hounse fought
tooth and nail a few years ago. Hc pro-
poses to take away from this Ionse the
rights which wersa insisted upon and won
when the Labour Government were in power.
The simplest way out of the diffienlty is to
bring the matter forward in 2 direect way.
If Mr. Lovckin insists on his amendment he
will jeopardise the Bill.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I have no intention
of taking away any of the rights this House
possesses. As both Houses have to pass Acts
of Parliament, so should both Houses have the
right to repeal or change them, If the amend-
ment is agreed to, it will mean that both
Houges will have the right to say whether the
fees in the sechedule shall be inereased or de-
creased. It is perfectly right that either
House should have power to disallow regnla-
tions. No one is more stronply in favour of
the Bill than am I, and I do not intend to
take any step that will jeopardise its chance
of getting through. I have reason to believe,
however, that if members will agree to the
smendment it will be aceepted by another
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place, whereas if we introduce a separate Bill
it will have no chanee of getting through thig
session. I will give this assurance: if the
amendment is acrepted, and another place will
not agree to it. T will umdertake not to press
it when the Bill comes back to this House.
Let us submit it first, and see how it fares in
the Assembly, T believe the majority of
members in the other House will agree to an
amendment of this deseription. T tried to
protect the position last session by bringing
in an amendment to the Interpretation Act,
to provide that regulations should not come
inte force unless they had been on the Table
of the House for a certain period. Another
place, however, threw out that Bill. Now I
am told that many members of the Asesmbly
have scen the error of their ways, and will
weleome an amendment such as the one I have
now moved.

Hon. A. J. H, SBAW: If T had any doubt
ahout the impropriety of Mr. Lovekin’s aec-
tton in tacking the amendment on to the
little Bill before us, it would have been dis-
pelled by the speech of Mr. Lynn, Ar. Lynn
took oecasion to launch an attack on the
policy of the Government in regard to their
method of finance, and thus complicated the
issue before ws, The Bill is entirely the out-
come of gentiment, and we are anxious to sce
that justice i3 done to the maimed returned
soldiers., Tt is not proper, therefore, that on
such a Bill an attempt should be made to in-
sert a clanse dealing with finance and then
for an hon. member to make an attack on the
finaneial methods of the Goavernment.

Hon. T, Moore: A big political jissne.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Tndoubtedly, and
one that the Government must resent.

Hon. R. J. LYNXN: I do not know what
Dr. 8aw is driving at. He never loses an op-
portunity, if it suits him, to suggest 2ome-
thing that was never intended. T resent that
kind of thing., There is nothing sentimental
ahout the Bill, and I say that it is an im-
moral thing to frame repulations when Parlia-
ment is unot sitting and when we have no op-
portunity of objecting to them. The amend-
ment moved by Mr, Lovekin is fair, and no
exception should be taken to it because the
Government refuse at the present time to dis-
cloge the exact position with regard to regula-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
This is not a Government measure, and it is
not the right time to discuss the guestion
whether fees are to be increased or decreased.
Mr, Lynn evidently is afraid that the Minis-
ter for Mines has in contemplation an in-
crease in the fees in connection with boiler
inspections, or something of the kind. T have
no such knowledge; T have not disecussed
the question with my colleague. Af the same
time, I have no desire to interfere with any
member who wishes to debate this all-im-
portant question. 1 appreciate the position
taker by Dr. Saw and Mr. Holmes, and I
ask any hon. member who wishes to bri.ug the
subjeet of regulations under notice to move
direct]ly in that direction. Then we ean have
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a fair and square fight on it, and send the
matter forward to the Assembly.

Hon. A. Lovekin: And find it placed at
the bottom of the list.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member has no right to say that. If
the Bill is returned with Mr. Lovekin's
amendment tacked on to it I shall be sorry
for its fate. I appreciate the attitude adopted
by Mr, Holmes, espeeially as I know the
strong views he holds,

Hon. A. Lovekin: 1f we pass this Bill with-
out the amendment, you will not give an as-
surance that the fees will not be altered be-
fore next session.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX: The
Government do not contemplate harassing any
industry, and do not desire to increase fues
unduly.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Can we take it this mat-
ter will be allowed to remain in abeyanece
until we et an opportunity to discuss it?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member must not ask that question nn
such short notice. It may be considered de-
sirable to rvduce some fees, Would the hon.
ntember Jdeny the Minister for Mines the
right to reduce fees to the mining industry
if it were found possible to do s0? This
House and anether place ench has the right
to disallow regulations, but if we adopt the
hon. memker’s suggestion, any action respect-
ing regulations taken by onme House will have
to be endorsed by the other House.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Have you ever heard of
fees being reduced?

The MTINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member is seeking to deprive this Honee
of a privilege it has long enjoyed.

Hon. E. H, Harria: Do you approve that
both Houses shouwld do it?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
have not expressed an opinion. The present
practies is fairly effective. If the mnendmont
be rejected, I take it that will sattle the whole
gnestion.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is so.

Houn. J. J. HOLMES: For the position that
has arisen, Parliament alene is respomsiole.
Thiz House has allowed the present and ) ast
Governments to treat its decisions with dis-
respeei, but the House has only itself to blame
for that. There will be ample opportunitv
to deal separately with the question raisxd
by Mr. Lovekin. Tf nece-sarv we ean hnll
up Governwent business. [t is quite within
our province to do that until s~ ch time as the
Government see fit to comply with the wishes
of this House. The question should not lLe
forght out upon a Bill of this de-eription
and at the expense of maimed soldiers. TFor
that reason T am supporting the Bill and sug-
gesting that another Bill he introduced, in
which the question be made a straight out
issue. Under existing circumstances either
House may disallow regulations.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is of no value.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: It would be of
vafue if this Hovse took the stand it shonld
take, but if the House continuwes to submit

1495

to the juggling of successive Governments,
the fault rests entirely with the House. If the
schedule were inserted in the Bill and the
amendment were aceepted by another place,
uo reduetion could be made in the fees, ex-
cept with the consent of another place.

Hon, A. Lovekin: You have never heard of
the Government reducing fees?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But this Bill is being
paszed for all time, I am hopeful the time
will come when these imposts—taxation by
indireet methods—will have to be reduced,
especially when our secondary industries in-
erease.

Hon. A, Lovekin: You cannot get any re-
duction now. The regnlations are outside our
province.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That is the fault
of this House. If we permit our decisions to
be ridiculed and treated as waste paper, we
are to blame, not the returned soldiers. Tt
us put the returned soldier in the place he
ought to occupy and let us deal with the Gov-
ernment afterwards. Then if a majority of
members are of my opinion, we shall put the
Government also in their place,

Hon. G. POTTER: If this Bill is defeated,
as Mr. Lovekin cvidently desires it should
be, returned soldiers will be driven to des-
rair.  If this is not a sentimental measure,
the speeches on the second reading certainly
exuded sentiment. The main objeet of the
Bill is bheing obscured by the introduction of
a question that has previously been diseussed
here, Surely, after the experience of last ses-
sion, Mr. Lovekin ecan have no donbt of the
anpport that would be aceorded a separate
Bill emtodying the principle for which he
is contending.

The Minister for Education: It could be in-
troduced this session too,

Hon. G. POTTER: Mr. Lovekin says if he
introduced a separate Bill it would probably
be kept at the bottom of the Notiee Paper,
and not discussed at all this session. If there
is a danger of another place regarding a sep-
arate Bill as so obnoxious ag to merit treat-
ment of that kind, is it net logieal to believe
that this Bill would be treated similarly if the
jropesed amendments were inserted? 1 am
in svmpathy with Mr, Lovekin’s objeet, but
this iz mot the place to endeavour to give
effect to it.

Hon. E. H, HARRIS: The amendment dozs
not seek to alter any of the existing fees.
[ agree with Mr. Holmes that the prin -iplz
adveestad by Mr. Lov-kin should not be em-
todied in this 341, it has been suggested
that tke Govercmert intend at an early date
to inercase certain fees.

The Minister for Education: The Govern-
ment have not said so.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: T suggest that pro-
gress be reperted to give the Minister an op-
port nity to ascertain whether it is intended
to alter any of the existing fees. On the 16th
Novemler the Government issued some regu-
lations dealing with engine-room record honks
and passenger and goods lifts. Thouegh mem-
h:rs have been discussing the question of
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Ppassingir litts, they apgarently were unaware
of these regulations. I suggest that the AMin.
ister should give us anr assurance that the
Government de not intend tfo alter the exist-
ing regulations.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
that is the oniy condition upon which this
Bill will be agreed to, the hon. member will
not get an assurance from me. It would be
unfair to ask the Government to determine
their policy at a moment’s mnotice. If
the fate of the Bill is to hinge upon
the fees to he charged during the next six

months, members must take the re-
spensibility for rejecting the measure. The
hon. member’s suggestion is not fair. This

is not a Government Bill, though it has the
gincerest support of the Government. Mr.
Harris said he agreed with Mr. Holmes, and
T hope he will do so. Iet this Bill be dealt
with on its merits and any member will then
be at liberty to embody the other principle
in a separate measoe.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I feel almost per-
suaded to follow the suggestion of hon. mem-
bers for the sake of the Bill now before us,
but if to-morrow I submit a separate Bill em-
bodying these amendments, I wish it to be
understood that T am not being deceived by
the suggestions of the Minister. Last session
a State Trading Concerns Aet Amendment
Bill was sent to another place, and at the end
of the session it was at the bottom of the
list. A Bill that I introduced to be con-
sidered with the Scaffolding Bill is at the bot-
tom of the Notice Paper, and is likely to re-
main there. This shows how unfairly the
Government use their position when they wish
to defeat a Bill. I ask leave to withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.30 pm,

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMEXNDMENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY (Central) [7.32] in
moving the second reading said: There is ne
need to deal with this measure at very great
length. I believe certain hon. members con-
sider that the Bill is not sufficiently compre-
hensive and does not inelude certain pro-
vigions which are desirable for the preserva-
tion of human life. With that view 1 largely
agree. Hewever, small though the Bill is, it
will go some way in the direction desired. as
one who has had exceptiounl opportunities of
observing the results of lead poisoning, 1
strongly recommend the measure to the
Houge. TIts introduction is due to the fact
that quite recently there has been established
at Fremantle a white lead factory, When
such an industry is initiated here, legislation
must be passed to safegnard the lhealth of the

[COUNCIL. |

cmployees and to prevent future hardships in
establishing essential precautions. Had such
o course been followed in connection with
other industries here and in the Eastern
States, the toll on human life would not have
been nearly so heavy, and the cost of sub-
sequently providing the necessary safeguards
weuld not have been nearly so great. 1 need
not go outside our own borders to illustrate
the position. Had proper precautions been
taken in the initial stages of our mining in-
dustry, we would not now be losing the flower
of our manhood. Even the most prejudiced
will admit that this grievous Joss could have
been avoided had proper safeguards been es-
tublished in the early stage of the mining
industry. The Wooroloo Sauatorium, though
a tribute to the humane feelings of the Gov-
ernment and the people, yet stands as a monu-
ment to the neglect of past Ministries to pro-
vide or elsc to enforee regulations safegunard-
ing human life. The objeet of the present
small Bill is to minimise the danger of lead
poisoning. In conncction with other propesals
of this nature it has been asserted that the
moment we seek to introduce such legislation,
we must be regarded as aiming a blow at the
establishment of seecondary industries in
Western Australia. I do not think that charge
can be maintained against myself. Though
I realise the danger attaching to the manu-
facture of white lead, I wounld not for a mo-
ment say that the industry should not be
carried on here, under proper safeguards.
Throughout the world lead poisoning is re-
cognised as being responsible for intense suf-
fering and for heavy loss of life. Legisla-
tion dealing with the problem has becn passed
by almest every civilised country except Aus-
tralin, We, unfortunately, lag behind other
nations in this respect. Persons engaged in
the white lead industry have no redress under
the Workera’ Compensation Aect, and as West-
ern Australia has no law providing com-
pensation in respect of occupational dis-
eases, a measure of this kind represents
the only protection wupon which workers
in the white lead industry can rely.
Therefore, it is up to us to follow the example
of other nations and initiate legislation of
this charaeter. As far baeck as 90 years
England, under the Poor Laws Commission,
set up regulations governing the manu-
faeture of white lead. Other countries
have gone much further than the pregent Bill
proposes. To appreciate the importance of
the subject, one need only refer to the re-
commendations of the International Labour
Conference of the League of Nations held at
Geneva in Oetober, 1921, The conference
lasted fram the 26th October to the 19th
November of that year. Ameongst other ques-
tions of worldwide importance disenssed,
questions affecting Australia, was the handl-
ing of white lead. Tltimately the conference
decided that women and boys under 18 years
of age should he prohibited from engaging
in the manufacture of white lead or in any
other trade, such as the manufaetur of paints,
in eonnection with which white lead was used.
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I realise that the quotation of extracts and
statisties is not as a rule very interesting,
but the present matter is of such vital im-
portance that I feel I must leave no opening
for any allegation that a case has not been
made out for the Bill. Therefore, I find my-
self compelled to detain the House by mak-
ing some quotations from the proceedings of
that International Labour Conference. I mar
mention that the attitude of a similar con-
ference at Washington towards anthrax was
much the same as that recommended
by the Geneva conference towards lead poison-
ing. T quote from the Geneva report—

In order to achieve something practical
at once, the conference voted a recommen-
dation in favour of the protection of women
and children against lead poisoning. This
reeommendation prohibited the employment
of women and young persons under the age
of 18 years in all industries in which the
risk of lead poisoning exists. Up to the
time of the Geneva ({1921) conference
effect had been given to the recommenda-
tion in the legislation of two countries
(Great Britain and the Netherlands). Dur-
ing the past year three more eountries
(India, Japan, Poland) have either passed
legislation for this purpose or intimated
that their cxisting legislation already ap-
plies the provisions of the recommendation.
In India the neeessary provisions have been
laid down in the Factories Amendment Aet
which came into force on the l1st July,
1922, In Japan, Section 10 of the Fae-
tories Act covers the ground. The situa-
tion with regard to the protection of women
and voung persons against lead: poisoning
in Poland, though in general conformity
with the Washington recommendation, is not
uniterm otver the whole country, for the ques-
tion is regulated separately by the Russian
and German law still in force in the parts
ceded by the two countries, Measures are,
however, being adojted for the revision of
existing legislation with a view to unify-
ing Lhe two systems, amd an order has
already been issned by the Ministry of
Public Health in conjuretion with the Min-
istry of Labour and Soecial Welfare con-
cerninT the notification of cases of poison-
ing from lead and other substances. The
Government of South .\ friea econsiders that
adequate provision is made in the Pactory
Act for s.euring protection for women and
young persons against lend poisening. In
Germony, where the Government has pro-
posed the adoption of the recommendation,
existing legislation is considered f{o be in
general conformity. Tn Brazil Bills have
heen introduced with a view to giving cffect
to the recommendation. TIn-Bulgaria ap-
proval has been authorised by Parliament,
and existing legislation is in conformity
with the recommendation except insofar as
the question of the possible substitution of
by-produets of white lead by other non-
poisonous substances remains to be dealt
with when the Health and Safety of
Workers Act is amended in the near future.

1497

In Spain the Royal Order of the 25th Janu-
ary. 1908, prohibits the employment of
young persons under 16 and of female
workers of minor age in industries in which
there exists a danger of lead poisoning., The
Government of Hungary has under prepara-
tion a Bill for giving effect to the recom-
mendation, In Ttaly protection is afforded
against the danger of lead poisoning in
the case of young persons under 15 and
female workers under 21. In Switzerland,
Section 7 of the Federal Act of the 3lst
Mareh, 1922, concerning the improvement
of women and young persons in workshops
will enable effect to be given to the recom-
mendations by means of an order issued in
pursnance of the Act by the Federal Coun-
cil. In Denmark and Sweden the question
of protection against lead poisoning has
been made the subject of inguiry., Mentionm
was made in the 1921 report of Bills in-
troduced in Chili and Portugal.
It goes on to say:—

Although the Commission was not em-
powered under the terms of reference ta
make definite proposals for this purpose to
the conference, it pave sympathetic hear-
ing to a motion by Mr. Bidegaray, the
French Workers’ Dclegate, asking that the
question of the use of white lead in house-
painting should bhe raised. Unable to ge
further, the Commission expressed the
opinion that the subject should be placed
on the agenda of the next session of the
Conferenec. Hence a question which had
given tise to violent confroversy came to
be placed on the agenda of the 1921 Con-
ference.

The conference came to the following de-
ciston:— )

(a) For the prohibition of the use of
white lead and sulphate of lead and of all
products containing these pigments in the
internal painting of buildings, except where
the nse thereot is considered necessary for
railway stations or induostrial cstablish-
ments by the competent authority after con-
sultation with the employers’ and workers’
organisations eoncerned. (b) For the pro-
hibition of the employment of males un-
der 18 years of age and of all females in
any painting work of an industrial char-
acter involving the usc of white lend, ete.
(¢) For the regulation of the nse of white
lead, sulphate of lead and of all products
containing these pigments, in operatioms
for which their use is nmot prohibited. The
prohibitions arve subjeet to the following
exceptions:—(1} White pigments contain-
ing a maximum of 2 per cent. of lead ex-
pressed in terms of metallic lead may be
vsed. (2) White lead may be used in artis-
tie painting or fine lining, subject to de-
finition and regulation by ihe Governments.
(3) Painters’ apprentices may be excepted
from the prohibition contained in Article
3, summarised under (b) above. {4} Pro-
hibitions do not come into force until six
years after the closing of the 1921 Confer-
ence, i.e., 20th November, 1927.
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It shows the extent to which the conferemce
was prepared to go in safeguarding those en-
gaged in the nse of paints. Article 5, eventu-
ally ngreed to, reads as follows:—

Each member of the International
Labour Organisation ratifying the present
Convention undertakes to regulate the use
of white lead, sulphate of lead, and of all
products containing these pigments, in op-
erations for which their aze is not pro-
hibited, on the following prineiples:—1
(a) White lead, sulphate of lead or pro-
ducts containing these pigments, shall not
be used in painting operations except in the
form of paste or of paint ready for use.
(b) Measurcs shall be taken in order to
prevent danger arising from the applica-
tion of paint in the form of spray. {(e)
Measures shall be taken, wherever practic-
able, to prevent danger arising from dust
caused by dry rubbing down and seraping.
2 (a) Adequate facilities shall be provided
to emable working painters to wash during
and on cessation of work., (b) Overalls
ghall be worn by working painters during
the whole of the working period. (e} Suit-
able arrangements shall be made to prevent
clothing put off during working hours being
soiled by painting material. 3 (a) Cases
of lead poisoning and of suspected lead
poisoning shall be notified, and shall be
subsequentiy verified by a medieal man ap-
pointed by the competent authority. (b)
The competent authority may require,
when necessary, a medical examination of
workers, 4, Instructions with regard to the
special hygienic preeautions to be taken in
the painting trade shall be distributed to
working painters.

If those people were prepared to go to that
extreme, what ought we to do for the protee-
tion of those enpgaged in the manufacture of
the raw material? The conference took a
very serious view of the subjeet. Page after
page is faken up with the lead poisoning
question, chiefly in relation to the risk to
which these using the manufactured produet
are exposed; whereas the Bill deals with the
danger in manufacturing the produet. Pos-
sibly I have read sufficient from the report of
thig conference to convinee hon, members of
the importance attached by the delegates to
Jead noisoning; however, I have one more
quotation of considerable significance, as fol-
lows: —

In spite of the increasing difficulties of
the mational Governments and Parlianments
in dealing with the pressure of work oc-
casioned by the present troubled politieal
and economic conditions, and of the faet
that the period of 12 mouths within which
the Governments undertake to present the
conference decisions to the commetent anth-
orities has not vet expired, a certain amount
of progress towards the application of the
Convention has already beem made. The
first ratification, that of Esthonia, was
re istered hy the Secretary-General on Sth
Sep-iomher, 1022, A ratifying Bill has been
adopted by the Nationnl Assembly of
Greece. In Belgium, a new Commission
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was appointed by decree of 2nd June, 1922,
for the purpose of eonsidering the modifica-
tion of existing regulations which may be
neeessary in' order to conform to the draft
Convention. The Government of Canada
has examined the draft Comvention from
the point of view of the respective com-
petence of the Dominion and Provineial
authoritics, and has decided that the mat-
ter of the Convention is within the com-
petenee of the Provineial lepgislatures.
Preparations for applying the Convention
have been hegun in Great Britain by a
consultation hetween the Home Office and
the Painters’ and Decorators’ Industrial
Joint Cougeil, a body wpon which are re-
presented the prineipal employers’ and
workers' organisations concerned. As a
result of these conferences draft regula-
tions have heen drawn up and approved by
the Industrial Joint Council which, at the
same time, adopted a resolution urging the
Government to give cffect to the regulation
without delay. An order of the Bey of
Tunis of 10th April, 1922, prohibits, after
the expiry of one year from the date of
promulgation, the use of white lea, plumb-
iferoug oils, and all specialised products
containing white lead both in the internal
and external rainting of buildings,
That is what has been done in other parts
of the worid. Australia has done little or
nothing in this direction. The Bill merely
safeguards those engaged in the manufacture
of the raw material. I view this also from
another point. Probably Western Australia
has the richest lead deposits in the world,
and in my opinion the ramifications of the
industry will pgreatly extend, even up to
Northampion, where the lead is produced. T
want to see that, while the employers get a
fair deal, those engaged in the handling of
the product shall be duly safeguarded. I
have had experience of lead poisoning, and I
realise the necessity for protecting those en-
gaged in the industry. T have here a valu-
able work on the subject written by three
cminent specialists: Drs. Hope, Hanna and
Stallybrass, men very high in their profes-
sion. They have given a life study to this
question and sc¢ their opinions ought not to
be lightly rejected. I do not anticipate any
opposition to the Bill, but I want to quote
one of two extraets from this valuable work
entitled ‘' Industrinl Hygiene and Medicine.”’
Under the heading of ‘‘Industrial Peisons

- and their Effeet’!’ these authorities state—

Compuisery adoption of general measures
to prevent industrial poisoning by lead has
been in force for many wears. The general
measnr=s provide for (1) The removal of
fumes and the reduction of dust by special
exhaust ventilation mechanism, wet cleans-
ing of floors, ete.

Doctor T. M. Legpe, the Chief Inspector of
Factories in Great Britain, in his annual re-
port for 1919 states—

As right notions of the cansation of lead
poisonine are of first importance, I empha-
cize arain my helief, after pernsal of some
25,000 reports on cases which have eceurred
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in the past, that loeally applied exbaust
ventilation is the sheet-anchor in the pro-
tection of the workers from lead dust and
fumes, and that these alone are the causa-
tive age- ts.
T understand wo provision bas been made for
ventilation in the new building at Fremantle,
Probably that is the fault of the management,
but it will be our fault if we allow it to go
aneorreeted. These authorities go on to say—

(2) The abolition of manual labour as
much as possible, the use of auto-
matic machinery, and the introdvetion
of wet processes, e.g., watering of
white  lead chambers and smelting
mixtures, and the grinding of white
Jead with oil, ete. (3) The use of respira-
tors and overalls where much dust is pro-
duced: the Jatter should fit closely round
the writsts and neck, and be frequently
washed. Hours of labour in dusty pro-
cesses shonld be shortened, and alternation
of work arrdnged for. (4) Washing and
bathing facilities (standardised require-
ments in regarding to lavatory accommoda-
tion) have now been inserted in almost all
tecent regulations for dangerons trades.
(5) Speeial rooms for meals, (6) Fre-
gquent and regular medical supervision and
inspection of the employees, with suspen-
sion of work in case of sickmess. Of all
the individual precautions to be adopted,
those relating to persomal hygiene are by
far the most important. Very little trouble
is required, and the dangers to health and
life can be easily avoided. Oliver’s view
is that lead poisoning may be easily eaused,
and may be almost as easily prevented,
especially by personal cleanliness. The
hair, beard, and nails shoold be kept short,
so that there may be no harbourage for
dust. A suitable cap should be worn. At
the end of work, and before meals, the
mouth should be rinsed out and the face
and hands and nails thoroughly washed
with soap and hot. water, a nail brush being
used to cleanse the nails, and some hypo-
chlarite of soda or turpentine added to the
water; baths should be taken frequently.
Reference is made to a law passed in Great
PBritain in 1920 which i3 known as The
Women and Young Persons Act (Employment
in Lead Process)—

Provigion must be made to carry away
the fume or dust by means of exhaust
draught operating on the dust or fume as
nearly as may be to its point of origin.
The persons cmployed must underge the
preseribed medical examination at the pre-
seribed intervals, and reecords kept. No
food, driank, or tobacco should be brought
into or eonsumed in any room in which the
process is carried on, and no person shall
be allowed to remain in such room during
meal times. Adequate protective clothing
in a elean condition shall be provided by
the employers and worn by persons cm-
ployed.  Suitakle cloak room, mess-room
and washinz aecommodation as may be pre-
seribed shall be provided for the use of the

persons employed. The rooms in which the

pérsons are employed, and all teols and

apparatus used by them shall be kept in a

clean condition.

Wothing of the kind is contemplated in this
Bill

Hon. A. Lovekin: Most of those things are
here.

Hon. J, W, HICKEY: It does not go as
far as that.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Tt refers to ¢loak rooms,
meal rooms, washing, baths, ote.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: It provides only a
minimum of inconvenience to the employer.
It is mercdly a small preventive measure,
which does not go nearly as far as the others
to whiehh [ have referred. The regulations
continue—

The occupier shall provide and maintain
a suitable mess-room, adequate for the num-
ber of pcrsons employed and remaining on
the premises during the meal intervals,
which ghall be furnished with (1) Sufficient
tables and chairs, or benches with back
rests:

Hon. A, Lovekin: Another authority says
the meal room should not be near the factory.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: That is not as good
as those to whieh I now refer. The regula-
tions continue—

(2) Adequate means for warming foed or

boiling water; (3) Suitable facilities for

washing, comprising a sofficient supply of
clean towels, soap, and warm water where
not otherwise provided. The mess-room
shall be (1) Separate from cloak-room;
(2) Be placed under the charge of a re-
gponsible person and kept clean; (3) Be
sufficiently warmed for wse during meal in-
tervala.
Then provision is made for baths being com-
pulsorily supplied for both sexes. It iz also
provided that—

Every person employed in a lead process
shall be examined once a week (or at such
other intervals as may be approved) by
the surgeon, who shall have power to order
suspension from employment in any place
or process, No person affer sueh suspen-
sion shall be employed in a lead process
without the written sanction of the surgeon.

This Bill does not eover all that ground. Tt
certainly provides for the Health Department
having the necessary authority to examine the
premises, and power to inquire into the health
of those engaged in the industry.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Does the Bill extend
to printing officesd

Hon. J. W. TIICKEY: I think not.

Heon. J. W, Kirwan: Lead is largely used
in printing offices.

Hen. J. W. HICKEY: That is so. The
objeet of the Bill is te deal with the mann-
facturing stage of the raw material, I do
not know w!cther what I have g-oted deals
with the lead used in printing officcs.

Ifon. J, W, Kirwan: I think priuting offices
ave im_lied.

Hon. E. H, Harris: The Bill yrovides for
every plaee where lead is used.
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hHon. J. W. HICKEY: It is also provided
that—

The occupier shall provide and maintain
sufficient and suitable overalls and head
eoverings and elean respirators, and shalil
cause them to be worn as directed in Regu-
lation 25. At the end of every day’s work
they shali be collected and kept in proper
eustody in a suitable place set apart for
the purpose. They shall be thoroughly
washed and renewed every week, Sufficient
and suitable bath accommodation (douche
or ather) with hot water laid omn, unless
the water supply provided i se arranged
that a warm douche for the face, neck, and
arms can be taken. There shall be facili-
ties, to the satisfaction of the inspector in
charge of the district, for the workers to
wash out their mouths, Before each meal,
and before the end of the day’s work, at
least 10 minutes in addition to the regular
meal times shall be allowed to each worker
for washing.

The Bill provides for the washing of overalls
weekly, but what T have quoted refers to the
provision of new clothing every week. This is
one of the main differences between the Brit-
ish law and the Bill before the House.

Hon. ¥, H. Harris: Paper clothing ought
to be provided.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I have quoted these
things to show how seriously the specialists
in the world view the handling of white lead.
Members may deal with the matter from the
practical standpoint. Dr, Saw may deal with
it in a professional way, and Mr. Kirwan and
Mr. Lovekin may deal with it from the point
of view of the printing ¢rade. I require no
books of reference to understand the danger
of lead poisoning, for I have had practical
dentonstrations of it., At the age of 16, and
until I reached the age of 19, T was employed
in the Broken Hill mines at the worst time in
their history. I have seen a great deal of the
effects of lead poisoning. I had two doses
of it myself, but waa able to pull through. I
had medical friends there who were inter-
eated in me because of the interest I took in
this subject. I eould paint a pathetic picture
of the harrowing scenes I witnessed at Broken

Hill. I have seen men in every stage of lead
poisoning.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: We have seen them
here.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY : T have lived nmongst
them and worked amongst them. T have seen
men in the prime of Jife enter the mines, and
six months later they have been dying a lin-
gering death. T should lay myself open to a
eharge of negleet if T did not do my best to
get through a Bill of this kind, which means
50 much to the cause of suffering humanity.
The indastry in Western Australia is in its
infancy, but it will grow, and these precau-
tions should be taken in the initial stages.
My hands are crippled as the result of my
experience in Broken Hill, and when Parlia-
ment goes into recess I mest have an opera-
tion, and at least one of my fingers will have
to be removed, T feel sure that Mr., Dodd’s
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ill-health is largely due to his association
with the Broken Hill mines. Small as this
Bill is, it is of the utmost importance, for
its objeet is to minimise the dangers from
lead poisoning. The men who went to the
front were prepared to sacrifice their lives
for their country, but the lives of those who
worked in the Broken Hill mines were saeri-
ficed on the altar of greed and big dividends,
That is the only jarring note I shall sound.
It eame to my mind when I thought of the
bad times at Broken Hill. T am prepared
however, to take this charitable view of the
situation as it cxisted in Broken Hill,
that perhaps the authorities there sinned
in ignorance of the laws of prevention.
We, who' have our eyes open, have no
excuse for sinaing in  this respect, for
we should be able to hbenefit by the ex-
perience of others, We want to go forward
along proper lines. Only those who have wit-
negsed the sufferings due to lead poisening
can appreciate what they mean., The disease
saps the heart of the country, and of our man-
hood and womanhood. This Bill will eause no
inconvenience or hardship to those control-
ling the industry, and T am sure that mem-
bers will give it their earnest support.
If we take precautions in the initial stages it
will be realised later on that we at least had
some milk of human kindness in our com-
position. If this had been done in carlier
days, there would not be so many men dead
from the ravages of this disease, nmor would
there be so many men in the Sanatorium, 1
ean yuote my own experience of the Fin-
gal miue. Hon, members will hardly find a
man living now who was working in that mine
in the carly days. I was on a vommittee that
investigated the position in connection with
the Fingal mine, and one objeet was to find
what had beeome of the large number of
workers imported fer that mine. We had the
assistanee of the Italian Consul but we found
that not one of those men who were brought
to Western Australia to work in that mine
was alive then. We found also that very few
Britishers who had been employeéd there were
in existence. There may have been one or
two at the Sanatorinm, where they were lin-
gering out their last days, or at the Old
Men’s IEome.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Was that from lead
poisoning?
Hon, J. W. HICKEY: No, bat I am

quoting that instance to show that the ne-
glect of to-day will have the same effect as
the nepleet of yesterday. Tf the Bill would
work any hardship upon any individual or set
of individuals or eurtail the success of any
seeondary industry, T would be the last to
place a stumbling block in the way. Having
looked into the question theroughly, 1 am
satisfied that no hardship will be worked, and
that if we muake the necessary provisions in
the early stages of the industry, we will aet
in the interests of the company interested in
the manvfacture of white lead, of the State,
and of the voung manhood and womanhood
of Western Australia, I commend the Bill
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to the carnest and sympathetic eonsideration
of hon, members, and I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Spub-
urban) [5.13]: I support the second reading
of the Bill, more particularly because many
years ago, when I was 2 resident at the Lon-
don Hospital, T saw a considerable number
of uifortunate victims of chronic lead poison-
ing. The ill-effects of chronic lead poisening
have been known for many centories. They
were known to the ancient Greeks and Ro-
mans. It has been said that there iz no chem-
ieal in ordinary use so eapable of ecansing
chronic poisoning as are the compounds of
lead, nor is there a chemical other than lead
handled by so many people, nor is there a
chemical put to such s variety of uses as is
lead. A French physician interested in indus-
frial diseases, Dr. Layet, enmmerated 119
ocecupations in which the danger of chronic
lead poisoning arose, and amongst all other
compounds those used in the manufaeture of
white lead stand out pre-eminently as the
most dangerous of all. I understand that the
factory that has been started in Western
Anstralia will deal with the manufacture of
white lead. Formerly when we spoke of
white lead we meant a compound of earbon-
ate of lead mixed with hydrate of lead.
That compound was highly pcisonous.

Hon. J. Duffell: Is that a compound such
as Champion’s white lead?

Hen. A. J. H. SAW: I could not
say. The particular white lead at Fre-
mantle is not made from that compound, but
from the bagic sulphate, which is not so
highly poisonous. Lead may gain entrance
to the human system through three different
channels. Most of it gains emtrance through
the respiratory system. Formerly it was con-
sidered that the greatest danger was due to
the taking of lead inte the stomach. It is
now held that the most dangerous means is
through the respiratory passages. Experi-
ments on animals have shown that lead taken
in through the respiratory system is 100 times
more dangerous than when ingested into the
astomach. I bring forward that point to em-
phasgige the neeessity for providing, as is con-
templated in the Bill, for adequate ventila-
tion, and keeping down the dust. It is by not
keeping dowa the dust that arises from the
lead that the respiratery system is affected
most, although the fumes also affect the in-
dividual. There is also the danger of inges-
tion into the stomach. That is largely due
4o the carclessness of workers who eat their
food, suck their fingers or bite their finger
mails, without washing their hands, T will quote
evidenece from Queensland illusfrating the
dangers run by children from white lead
used in the painting of fences, verandahs,
and so on. A large number of cases of
chronie lead poisoning, resuliing in paralysis
and oceasionally in blindness, occurred among
children in Queensland. The ages of the
sufferers ranged from three and four years
up to eizght and 10 years. They were ad-
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mitted in considerable numbers at some of
the big hospitals in Queensland, particularly
at the hospitals in large towns. For a long
time the eausation was obscure, It was un-
doubted!y proven in the cnd that they were
cases of chronic lead poisoning, resulting in
paralysis. It was shown eventually that the
danger arose in this way: In a chmate such
as that of Queensland the paint becomes dry
and powdery. The children rubbed their
fingers on the paint and were in the habit of
sucking their fingers or biting their finger
nails. After a while thizs gave rise to par-
alysig and, in some cases, to incurable blind-
ness. The remedy was very soon shown to be
the removal of the chiliren from their en-
viropment, the application of certain reme-
dies, and 0, the clearing up of the disease.
Oceasionally eases were experienced where
permanent paralysis or blindness followed
owing to the children continuing these unfor-
tunate habits. That result was most clearly
shown in Queensland and T rtefer to that as-
peet to demonstrate to members the dangers
arising from lead poisoning.

Hon. A. Lovekin: A paper in the ‘¢ Forum®’
for September dealt with that matter fully.

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: The symptoms of
lead poisoning are many and very serious. Oe-
casionally they result in death. Not infre-
quently  they lead to permancnt blindness,
They also cause anaemia, colie, convulsions,
delirinm and ‘coma, kiduey -lisecases, artereo
selerosis, paralysis, infection of the joints,
to which Mr. Hickey has drawn attention,
and, in the case of women who are pregnant,
it frequently leads to abortion. I have here
the well-known medical work entitled *‘Osler’s
Modern Medicine.’? Tt contains a paper
dealing with industria! diseases and lead
poisoning which was written by Dr. Edsall,
Professor of Medicine in the Univessity of
Penngylvania. He did not write the artiele
with the idea that I should quote it in this
Chamber, but as he is an anthority on these
diseases, T shall read what he says regarding
prophylaxis and treatment. He says—

Were the industries that cause exposure
subjected to reasonable regulations and
these actually enforced, and were the work-
men not only given opportunity to keep
themselves elean, but required to do so,
industrial lead poisoning would largely dis-
appear. Cleanliness is the most important
point in prophylaxis, and the most diffienlt
one to carry ont, owing to the uviter care-
lessness of most workmen. Much of this
i3 due to a lack of proper comprehension
of the dangers and the methods of avoid-
ing them, and many poisonings are avoided
in those works where the policy of instrue-
tion is adopted instead of the narrow cus-
tom of belittling the danger. But many
workmen will not voluntarily keep pro-
perly clean, and hence those at all seriously
exposed should be required to de so.

T am glad these are his words and not mine,
in view of the fact that at some future time
I shall be standing on the hustings. He goes
on to say that in America, where he was writ-
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ing, the regulations are not so efficient as in
Europe. He says—

The regulations existing in a nom-
ber of FEuropean countries are ex-
amples of what nepds to be done;
the most important of these regula-
tions are those that demand certain forms
of ventilation, height of ceiling, isolation
of the most dangerous parts of the work
from the other portions of the plant, ap-
paratus for the exclusion of dust or for
the removal of that which escapes into the
atmosphere, daily cleansing, and such con-
atruction of the walls and floors as to per-
mit of easy and rhorough eleaning, the pro-
vision of separate eating rooms and of free
baths, the exclusion of women and children
from the dangerous parts of the work, limi-
tation of the hours of work and of
continnous exposure of the same in-
dividuala to the most dangerous parts of
the work, and the services of a physician
who has power to ‘‘lay off?’ any suspicious
cases from work and who must report such
cases. In some countries it is also reguired
of the workmen that they change their
clothes and bathe after working, wear
gloves or rub their hands with grease when
at work, and do not eat, drink aleoholic bev-
erages, or smoke or chew tobacco in the
workrooms,

That will be sufficient to show the necessity
there is for such provisions as are contained
in the Bill. In the United Kingdom chronic
lead poisoning was made a notifiable disease
in 1895, but it was not until 1906 that it was
brought within the scope of the Workers’
Compensation Aect. Dr. Legge, who is the
medical adviser to the Home Office, working
on the view that the greatest danger of lead
poisoning arase from dust and fumes, con-
eentrated his attention on the prevention of
dust and fumes, and their removal if found.
The result of the exvellent precautions taken
in the United Kingdom may be shown in the
figures 1 shall quote. Hou. members must
bear in mind that as this disease was brought
within the scope of the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act in 1006, naturally it has to be as-
sumed that more cases of chronic lead poison-
ing would be reported, and particularly the
lighter cases, than formerly, because people
probably ignored the lesser forms of lead
poisoning as they corld not get compensation.
In 1800 before it was brought under the
Workersa’ Compensation Aet, 1,018 cases of
leadl poisoning were notified in the TUnited
Kingdom, whereas in 1919, in spite of the
fact that they had been brought under the
Workers’ Compensation Act, and also in spite
of the fact that the vnumber of people em-
ploved in these faetories had Iargely in-
creased, there were only 206 cases, Regarding
manufacturers of white lead, in the years
1900 to 1904 the average numher of cases
notified was 183, whereas from 1913 to 1219
the average annual number of eases notified
in the United Kingdom was only 17, less than
one-tenth, TIn the poitery trades in the years
1900 to 1904 the yearly average was 119
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cases, whereas in the years 1915 to 1919 they
had fallen to only 19, These figures show
conclusively that, provided adequate precan-
tions are taken—and I believe the precautions
taken in the United Kingdom are second to
no other country in the world—lead poisoning
can he practically wiped out. T trust the Bill,
amall as it is, will have the result desired.

Oun motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO .
ANTIMALS ACT AMENDMENT.
Order discharged.
Order of the Day read for the second read-
ing.
Hon. J. DUFFELL
urban) [8.33]: I move—

That this Order of the Day be discharged
from the Notice Paper.

(Metropolitan-Sub-

My reason for submitting this metion i that
I wuas expecting certain information to ar-
rive from England having reference to one of
the clauses of the Bill. As it has not come to
hand, and as the Order has appeared on the
Notice Paper quite long encugh, I have ne
intention of carrying out my original desire
to proceed with the second reading.

Question put and passed; Order (Ijscharged.

BILL—GEXNERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMENDMENT,

Order discharged.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [8.34]: I move—

That this Order of the Day be discharged
from the Notice Paper.

My reason for taking this course is that an-
other Bill has been introduced in the Legisla-
tive Assembly which is in effect a continuanee
Bill and will make the Bill now before us un-
neeessary.

Question put and passed; Order discharged.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [8.35]
in moving the second reading said: Dr., Saw
paid me the compliment of saying the other
evening that I was always endeavouring to
find a better ‘ole. T appreciate that remark;
that is what T try to do, because I consider
it is far better to endeavour to improve
things than to continually harp on the same
old saw and get no further forward. This
Bill is the sequel to the measure we disposed
of the other day, and I think it will be better
for the community to have this on the statute-
book in prefercace to the other. We are all
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agreed as to the desire to preserve hwman
life and limb as far as we possibly can. That
is what I wish to do by asking members to
pass this Bill. It is also common ground that
the measure we had before us the other day
was not suitable for a Bfate like Western
Australis, with its million square miles of
territory,

Hon. T. Moore: It required your tactics to
find that out.

Hon, A. LOVEEKIN: How would it be
possible for us to employ an army of in-
spectors over such enormous territory to
supervise the erection of every kind of strue-
ture above 8ft. in height? The urderlying
feature of the previous Bill was that it should
have application to the metropolitan area. I
have no objection to that, but I cannot com-
ceive the utility of a measure that will pre-
vent a man putting up a silo, or a haystack,
or a single-storey cottage, unless he invokes
the aid of an inspector to see ‘hat the para-
phernalia connected with the erection of the
scaffolding is in order. In the metropolitan
area, where large buildings may be erected,
I am prepared to do my share to protect life
and limb.  Fortunately, however, there has
not been any need for legislation of this de-
seription in the past. I have failed to find
on inquiry from insurance companies that a
single claim has been made in the last 25
years arising out of an accident dve to
faulty seaffolding. T wish to confine
the Bill new before the House to the
metropolitan area in the first place, and
any other municipality or road distriet
that wishes to do so may bring into force
under the measure regulations for the pro-
tection of persons using seaffolding. At the
rresent time all munieipal eorporations have
an obligation cast upon them to protect the
publie from bricks or stones or debris that
may fall from the upper floors of a building
in course of crection, ns well as the obligation
tn see that the buildings being ecrected are
sofe for people to go into. The only matter
they are not obliged to sec to is the safety
of the seaffolding,

The Minister for Edunecation:
most important of all.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: It is of equal im-
portance to secing to the safety of the pub-
lie. TUnder Section 303 of the Municipalities
Act it becomes the duty of the local aunthority
to see that the pathway in front of the build-
ing in coarse of erection is boarded over for
the purpose of protecting passers-by. It is
also necessary for the local authority to see
that a proper pathway outride the pavement
iv provided with a railing aronnd it, so as to
protect the pedestrians from the road traffie.
Tt geems to me that an inspector who is doing
that work can just as well see to it that the
seaffolding used on that huilding is as safe
as the building itself. Therefore I propose
to give power to the municipality to frame
rogulations for the eontrol and supervision
of scaffolding in or adjoining anv building
under eonstruetion, demolition, repair, or
renovation, and for the protection of the lives

That is the
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of workmen engaged in comnection therewith,
and the general pubiie.

The Minister for Education: Are yon mak-
ing that compulsory?

Hop. A, LOVEEIN: I am providing for
power to be given under Section 179, That
section gives authority for the making of
quite a number of regulations, and already
there are many in existence in respect of
buildings, * 1f this is to apply to the metro-
politan area only, apd that is all that can
reasonably be asked at the presenmt time, the
building surveyor will see that scaffolding
is safely constructed and that the public are
properly protected. That is a hetter scheme
than to bring in a Bill as far-reaching as the
one we disposed of a few nights ago, and
which, had it hecame law, would have proved
a dead letter. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan}
[8.42]: It has to be borne in mind, as has
been suggesled by Mr. Lovekin, that the
duties incidental to the erection of buildings
within the city are usually carried out by
the munieipal authorities. The local authori-
ties have, for many years past, been given
full powers in connection with the super-
vigion of the erection of buildings. As it is
a duty that devolves upon them, surely that
which is part and parcel of the work of
erecting buildings, namely, the seaffolding
used, should also come within the scope of the
authority of those particular bodies. I agree
with Mr, Lovekin that it is unnecessary to
create another department, which unforton-
ately we are prone to do from time to time.
The local bodies employ staffs to carry out
duties in conpection with buildings, and it
will be no great tax upon the energies of
those officers if they are asked to add to
their duties the work of seeing that seaffold-
ing is properly ereeted. I support the second
reading of the Bill.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
debate adjourned,

BILL—RKOJONUP RACECOURSE.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

ADJQURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [3.45]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn tiil
Tuesday, 27th November.

We have practieally cleared onr Notice Paper,
and T am informed it is not likély that any-
thing of great importance will come to the
House this week. Early next week I hope
to e in porsession of the Appropriation Biil,
which will keep members busy for a con-
siderable time. It would mot he right to ask
memters to attend during the next two days,
when there will be practically nothing to do.
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When we meet next week, I hope we shall sit
continuously on cach of the three days and
perhaps on an extra day per week, so that
the session may bLe brought to an end early
in, or by the middle of, next month,

Question-—put and passed.

House adjourned at 847 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

MR. SPEAKER'S ILLNESS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) {4.31]: Mr. Speaker, before pro-
ceeding with the business of the day I wish
on behalf of the House to say how pleased
we are to see, you back amongst us again,
restored to health

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank you.

SELECT COMMITTEE—PENSION
RIGHTS OF J. B. CONNOLLY,

Report presented.

On motion by Mr. Hughes, report of the
seleet committee appointed to inquire into the
pension rights of J. B, Connolly reccived and
read, and ordered to be printed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—COTTON GROWING
EXNXTERPRISE.

Mr. TEESDALLE agked the Premier: 1,
Will the (fovernment make inquiries as to the
bona fides of an Ameriean delegate (Mr, F.
G. Emery) who recently visited Queensland
in connection with the growing of eotton in
Australia? 2, Are the Government aware that
this delegatc represents  strong ﬁnanc:lal
groups in New York, whose intention is to
arrange the migration of 500 young cotton
farmers from the State of Arizona to take up
land with their own capital in Australia for
growing cotton and general farming? 3, Can
anything be done to get into tonch with these
farmers and place the resources of this State
hefore them with the idea of securing their
settlement in the North-West?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, 2, The
hon. member told me of the proposal. 3, Yes,
if the resuit of the inquiry referred Yo in
No. 1 is satisfoctory.

QUESTIONS (3)—GROUP
SETTLEMENTS,

Sustenance Payments.

Mr, PICKERING asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that considcrable delay takes place
in the payment of sustenance altowance to
group settlers? 2, If so, will he sce that steps
are taken to cxpedite such payments? 3, Is
he also aware that the system of payment
by cheque necessitates the collection of large
amounts by representative group settlers,
which might, through nntoward circumstances,
result in considerable loss to the groups? 4,
If 8o, could not a system of payment in eash
be substituted?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. There was
some delay, but payments are now made at
regulur monthly intervals. 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3 and 4, Payment is by cheque, and
this system cannot be altered.

Furniture and Blankets.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that no provigion is made for ab-
solute necessaries in the way of furniture and
blankets for group settlers, but that any re-
guirements of this nature have to come out of
sustenance allowance? 2, If so, will he con-
sider the desirability of capitalising a suffi-
eient snm for this purpose on similar lines to
the practiec in coumeetion with freights and
fares?

The FREMIER replied: 1, Yes. Loeal
married men have their furniture, cte., before
going on to groups. The Migration Depart-
ment in London has been advised that married
migrants shonld bring the:r bcddmg and cook-
ing utemsils with them. 2, Answered hy No.

Bugselton Show, Holiday.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
view of the faet that Friday, the 14th Decem-
ber, is the date for the Busselton show, will



